Fiction - Animal Stories
Black Beauty pages vary by edition
by Anna Sewell

Perhaps the most celebrated animal story of the nineteenth century, Black Beauty is the suspenseful
and deeply moving account of a horse's experiences at the hands of many owners―some, sensitive
riders who treated him gently; others, cruel drivers who thoughtlessly inflicted lasting damage.
Written as the animal's autobiography, and as an appeal for the humane treatment of horses, Anna
Sewell's beloved classic reveals as much about human conduct and the social ills of the time as it does
about the treatment of animals.

Charlotte's Web 184 pages
by E. B. White
An affectionate, sometimes bashful pig named Wilbur befriends a spider named Charlotte, who lives in
the rafters above his pen. Wilbur is devastated when he learns of the destiny that befalls all those of
porcine persuasion. Determined to save her friend, Charlotte spins a web that reads "Some Pig,"
convincing the farmer and surrounding community that Wilbur is no ordinary animal and should be saved.
In this story of friendship, hardship, and the passing on into time, E.B. White reminds us to open our eyes
to the wonder and miracle often found in the simplest of things.

The Cricket in Times Square (Chester Cricket and His
Friends) 134 pages
by George Selden
“The story of a musical cricket and his friends, a mouse and a cat of real character, who took up their
abode in a Times Square newsstand . . . Most appealing whimsy with beautiful illustrations by Garth
Williams.” ―School Library Journal, Starred Review

Julie of the Wolves 170 pages
by Jean Craighead George

To her small Eskimo village, she is known as Miyax; to her friend in San Francisco, she is Julie.
When her life in the village becomes dangerous, Miyax runs away, only to find herself lost in the
Alaskan wilderness.Without food and time running out, Miyax tries to survive by copying the
ways of a pack of wolves. Accepted by their leader and befriended by a feisty pup named Kapu,
she soon grows to love her new wolf family. Life in the wilderness is a struggle, but when she
finds her way back to civilization, Miyax is torn between her old a new lives. Is she Miyax of the
Eskimos -- or Julie of the wolves?

Misty of Chincoteague 173 pages
by Marguerite Henry
On an island off the coasts of Virginia and Maryland lives a centuries-old band of wild
ponies. Among them is the most mysterious of all, Phantom, a rarely seen mare that eludes
all efforts to capture her--that is, until a young boy and girl lay eyes on her and determine
that they can't live without her. The frenzied roundup that follows on the next "Pony
Penning Day" does indeed bring Phantom into their lives, in a way they never would have
suspected. Phantom would forever be a creature of the wild. But her gentle, loyal colt Misty
is another story altogether.

Mr. Popper's Penguins 139 pages
by Richard Atwater

A classic of American humor, the adventures of a house painter and his brood of high-stepping penguins
have delighted children for generations. "Here is a book to read aloud in groups of all ages. There is not
an extra or misplaced word in the whole story.

The One and Only Ivan

300 pages

by Katherine Applegate

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, Ivan has
grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in the jungle. Instead,
Ivan occupies himself with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby,
a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, through new eyes.

Shiloh 144 pages
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
When 11-year-old Marty Preston chances upon a mistreated beagle pup in his hometown of Friendly,
West Virginia, he is not prepared for the ethical questions he has to face. Should he return the dog to its
owner, only to have the animal abused again? Should he tell his parents? Should he steal food to help
the poor creature? Marty's efforts to cope with these questions provides the moral backbone for this story.

Sounder

116 pages

by William H. Armstrong
Sounder is no beauty. But as a coon dog, this loyal mongrel with his cavernous bark is unmatched. When
the African American sharecropper who has raised Sounder from a pup is hauled off to jail for stealing a
hog, his family must suffer their humiliation and crushing loss with no recourse. To make matters worse,
in the fracas, Sounder is shot and disappears. The eventual return of a tattered and emaciated Sounder
doesn't change the fact that the sharecropper's oldest son is forced to take on man's work to help support
the family. His transition to adulthood is paved by the rocks and taunts hurled at him by convicts and
guards as he searches for his father. But along this rough road he ultimately finds salvation as well.

Stuart Little 132 pages
by E. B. White

Stuart Little is no ordinary mouse. Born to a family of humans, he lives in New York City with his parents,
his older brother George, and Snowbell the cat. Though he's shy and thoughtful, he's also a true lover of
adventure.

The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a
Princess, Some Soup and a Spool of Thread 267 pages
by Kate DiCamillo

Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with music, stories, and a princess
named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro, who lives in the darkness and covets a world filled
with light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted serving girl who harbors a simple, impossible
wish. These three characters are about to embark on a journey that will lead them down into a horrible
dungeon, up into a glittering castle, and, ultimately, into each other's lives. What happens then?

Warriors #1: Into the Wild (Warriors: The Prophecies
Begin) 272 pages
by Erin Hunter

For generations, four Clans of wild cats have shared the forest according to the laws laid down
by their ancestors. But the warrior code is threatened, and the ThunderClan cats are in grave
danger. The sinister ShadowClan grows stronger every day. Noble warriors are dying—and some
deaths are more mysterious than others. In the midst of this turmoil appears an ordinary housecat
named Rusty…who may turn out to be the bravest warrior of them all.

Watership Down: A Novel 474 pages
by Richard Adams

Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this stirring tale of adventure, courage, and
survival follows a band of very special creatures on their flight from the intrusion of man and the certain
destruction of their home. Led by a stouthearted pair of brothers, they journey forth from their native
Sandleford Warren through the harrowing trials posed by predators and adversaries, to a mysterious
promised land and a more perfect society

Where the Red Fern Grows 212 pages
by Wilson Rawls

Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So when he’s finally able to save up enough
money for two pups to call his own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he’s ecstatic. It doesn’t matter that times
are tough; together they’ll roam the hills of the Ozarks.
Soon Billy and his hounds become the finest hunting team in the valley. Stories of their great
achievements spread throughout the region, and the combination of Old Dan’s brawn, Little Ann’s
brains, and Billy’s sheer will seems unbeatable. But tragedy awaits these determined hunters—now
friends—and Billy learns that hope can grow out of despair, and that the seeds of the future can come
from the scars of the past.

The Wind in the Willows 167 pages
by Kenneth Grahame

The story begins when Mole abandons his spring cleaning to explore the world beyond his burrow. He
scurries down to the riverbank, where he meets Ratty and discovers a carefree world of picnics and
messing about in boats. There are adventures ahead, in the company of reckless Mr. Toad, and dangers,
when the two friends venture into the Wild Wood to visit Mr. Badger.

